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Identify where crop wild 
relatives grow and protect 
them where they are, by 

creating reserves.

Ensure conservation of 
collected samples by 

storage in gene banks. 
Check what samples are 

there, and what’s missing.

Investigate the wild 
relatives to uncover 

important traits’ 
variation that could be 

useful for modern crops 
improvement.

Spread awareness, 
ensure results 

accessability, inform 
policy makers, encourage 

adoption in botanical 
gardens and by breeders to 
positively impact farming.

Collect samples from wild 
populations for further 
study and protection 

of their unique genetic 
material.

Analyse the genomes 
(genotyping) and traits 

(phenotyping) of the 
newly collected and 

legacy samples.

 Transfer useful traits from 
wild relatives to modern 
crops by creating new 

‘genetic material bridges’ 
for the breeding industry.
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Find 

out 

more!

Levels

In-Situ
Ex-Situ
(Pre-)Breeding

Focus Crops

Wheat
Sugar Beet
Oilseed Rape

HOW DO WE HARNESS THE POWER 
OF CROP WILD RELATIVES (CWRs)?
CWRs are wild species related to cultivated crops.


