The Project

PRO-WILD is a Horizon Europe project
aimed at protecting crop wild relatives
(CWRs) in their natural habitats (in-si-
tu), conserving their genetic diversity
in genbanks (ex-situ), and promoting
their role in developing stronger, more
resilient crops.

Project Objectives

» ldentify and protect conservation
key areas for in-situ CWR conservation

» Survey existing CWRs in gene banks
and assess their conservation status to
fill critical gaps in ex-situ resources

» Broaden agricultural diversity by
integrating valuable traits from CWR
gene pools into cultivated crops

» Promote understanding and ap-
preciation of the importance of CWRs
among stakeholders.

Focus Crops

In PRO-WILD, the focus is on wheat,
sugar beet, and oilseed rape — three
major crops in Europe, selected for their
economic and agricultural importance.

The PRO-WILD project runs from 2024 to
2029, bringing together 19 partners from
11 countries with expertise in various fields.

Please find more detailed in-
formation and publications at
www.pro-wild.eu or contact us
directly.

project website

Contacts

Project Coordinator

Dr Jacques Le Gouis

National Research Institute for Agricul-

ture, Food and Environment INRAE

5, chemin de Beaulieu, 63039 Clermont-Ferrand, France
www.inrae.fr

jacques.le-gouis@inrae.fr

Communication and Dissemination Managers
Dr Elsa Kanner and Nina Gallmann

Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL
Ackerstrasse 113, 5070 Frick, Switzerland
www.fibl.org
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How Do We
Harness the Power
of Crop Wild
Relatives (CWRs)?

Crop wild relatives (CWRs)
are wild plant species genet-
ically related to cultivated
crops and serve as valuable
sources of genetic diversity
for crop improvement and
long-term food security.
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The Action behind PRO-WILD
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Ensure conservation of
collected samples by stor-
age in gene banks. Check

what samples are there,
and what's missing.

Identify where crop wild
relatives grow and pro-
tect them where they are,
by creating reserves.

Find &

Protect Collect

Collect samples from wild
populations for further
study and protection of their
unigue genetic material.
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Analyse the genomes (ge-
notyping) and traits (pheno-
typing) of the newly collect-

ed and legacy samples.
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| (Pre-)breeding

Investigate the wild rela-
tives to uncover import-
ant traits' variation that
could be useful for mod-
ern crops improvement.
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Spread awareness, ensure
results accessibility, inform
policy makers, encourage
adoption in botanical gar-
dens and by breeders to
positively impact farming.

Share & Make
Aware

Transfer useful traits from
wild relatives to modern
crops by creating new ‘ge-
netic material bridges’ for
the breeding industry.

www.pro-wild.eu @
pro-wiLD [
projectpro-wild.bsky.social “
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